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depressed castes as the Bhuiya, Bhuiyar, Byar,Khatik and Majhwar
are very particular in keeping the castes they consider untouch-
ables at a distance. According to Sir Edward Blunt, " eleven
castes will not touch a Bhangi, seventeen will not touch a Chamar,
ten will not touch a Dharkar, six will not touch a Dhobi or a Dom."l
In the above case the data relate to twenty-five depressed castes
of the U.P. Our information shows that the depressed class
people would not now bother about taking a purificatory bath
after coming into physical contact with an untouchable. But no
untouchable would ordinarily accept food or water from the
hands of a man whom he regards as untouchable unless both
are Congress workers.

Service by Brahmins

Generally speaking, good Brahmins do not come to the
houses of depressed class people to perform puja. Some of the
untouchable castes like Pasis and Koris form an exception to this
rule, for they are served by Brahmins, though of a low type of
hedge-priests. The priestly functions are normally performed
by members of their own caste. Thus, for instance, the Chamar
has his Chamarwa Brahmins or masands, etc. But in every case
the Brahmin serves as an astrologer. He tells them the auspicious
days for lagan, marriage and other social ceremonies. For these
services he receives certain fees. Often he washes a coin ob-
tained from a depressed class man before pocketing it. The
majority of the depressed class men do not have much faith in
the important Hindu gods and goddesses, who are, in their
opinion, too big to bother about the worries and troubles of the
poverty-striken people. They are satisfied with their own deities
and know how to propitiate them. Here and there a Brahmin
has started going to a Hela or a Chamar house for puja, but even,
in such places they requisition the services of the Brahmin only
occasionally. This is due partly to the fact that they cannot
afford to have a puja performed frequently and partly because
they call a Brahmin to their house simply to announce a rise in
the social scale.

1 Blunt, op. cit. pp. 102-3.